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River  
Programs 

Our Mission 

The John Howard Society of North 

Island is a charitable organization 

whose mission is to provide 

programs and support to help 

children, youth, adults, and families 

lead safer and healthier lives. 

Adult Services 

Building Safer and 
Healthier Communities  

Office 

 

 

Housing Assistance Program 

Provides help for individuals and families 

who are homeless or at risk of 

homelessness. The program offers support 

to find housing, rental supplements, and 

referrals to appropriate agencies. 

Intake 

We aim to provide information to adults 

returning to community from custody and 

their families if they approach the Society. 

We offer free, respectful, non–judgmental, 

and strengths-based services. 

The John Howard Society of 
North Island’s programs are 
situated in the traditional 
territories of the 
Kwakwaka’wakw,  
Laich-kwil-tach, 
Nuu-chah-nulth, and Coast 
Salish peoples. 



Youth and 
Family Services 

Youth to Adult Transition 

Helps youth prepare to live 

independently. Provides advocacy, life 

skills education, and counselling. 

180 Degrees  

Provides detox and supportive recovery 

services to youth. Youth reside in John 

Howard Society family carehomes for up 

to six months.  

Foundry Youth Mental Health 

Counselling 

Drop-in mental health counselling for 

young people. 

Foundry Youth Primary Care 

Drop-in health care for young people. 

Primary care appointments and Youth 

Sexual Health Clinic available. 

Foundry Youth Peer Support 

Provides individual and group peer 

support, navigation, and information.  

KidStart  

Mentoring services for children and 

youth ages 6-12, delivered by carefully 

screened and trained volunteers.  

Barnett House 

Five short-term housing units for youth. 

Young people in the program typically 

have financial support from MCFD.  

Collaborative Planning 

Facilitates a shared decision-making 

process for families, children, and youth 

involved with MCFD. Referrals typically 

come from social workers, but families 

and youth may request services. 

Intensive Support and Supervision 

Provides support and supervision to 

youth referred by a probation officer. 

The worker assists youth in developing 

healthy functioning in education, work, 

family, and community settings.  

Youth Forensic Psychiatric Services 

Assesses and treats youth involved in 

the criminal justice system, within the 

context of their family and community, 

to decrease their involvement in the 

system. Coordinates community 

treatment-release plans for youth in 

conflict with the law. 

Compass 

A six-month full time attendance 

program tailored to meet the individual 

needs of youth ages 12-18. Youth reside 

in John Howard Society family 

carehomes while attending the   

strengths-based, experiential day 

program.    

  

Youth and Family Substance Use 
Services 

Alcohol and drug counselling services 

for youth, offering assessment, 

treatment, and individual, group, and 

family counselling. Self-referrals 

welcome.  

Alcohol & Drug Prevention & Early 
Intervention 

Alcohol and drug services within 

designated School District 72 schools. 

Provides information and assists youth 

in early identification and access to 

services, including education, 

counselling, referrals, and groups. 

Youth and Family Conflict Resolution 

Helps youth and families dealing with 

conflict through crisis intervention, 

counselling, mediation, conflict 

resolution, and parenting education.  

Youth Outreach  

Reaches out to youth in the community. 

Reduces high risk behaviours through 

supportive counselling and assisting 

youth to access needed services and 

healthy activities.  

 


